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2 TiMoTHY iii. 15. 


The Holy Scriptures are able to make thee wiſe unts 
ſalvation, through faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


F ever there were a publick charity, to the 
ſupport of which perſuaſion was unneceſſary, 
this, which I have the honour to propoſe to you 
to-day, in the hame of the BinLE-SOCIETY, is 
dne. It commeids itſelf to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God. My deſign, therefore, is more 
to confirm ſuch as do ſupport this benevolent - 
inſtitution, than to convert thoſe who do not. 
If, indeed, we were infidels, and denied the 
truth of the propoſition contained in the text; 
or if we were immoral perſons, inſenfible of the 
worth of virtue, and its companion, felicity ; if 
we were unanimated with the manly paſſion of 
diffuling happineſs among all our ſpecies by 
means of virtue, and of producing virtue by 
communicating knowledge; then ſhould we re- 
main dead to all the holy emotions inſpired by 
the text: but as we believe what our apoſtle 
affirms for truth, believe it as he, who affirmed 
it, 
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ic g, ür Faith; le nt, muft work by "= 
to all mankind, Let us hear him. 


The holy ſcriptures are able to mate thee wiſe unto 
alvation, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
By the holy ſcriptures the apoſtle means, as he in- 
forms us in the next verſe, all writings given by 
inſpiration of God. In theſe, the apoſtle ſuggeſts 
in the text, agreeably to his expreſs declarations- 
in many other paſſages, Nſus Chriſt is the chief 
ſubject, and makes the principal figure, every 
where projecting to meet the eye of the reader. 
Moſes writes of bim; of him bear all the pro- 
phets witneſs; and with evangeliſts and apoſtles 
he is all in all. The holy ſcriptures, which thus 
hold forth to publick view the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
are able to make men wiſe, that is, to teach them 
to judge rightly of God, a wiſdom which is 
unto ſalvation,. for it begins by  faving us 
from error, vice, and. miſery, and it ends in- 
the ſalvation, that is, the reſurrection of the 
body, and the perfection of the ſoul. Theſe be-- 
nefits; the apoſtle adds, are communicated to us 
through faith, in other words, the holy ſcriptures 
exhibit a prophet, whoſe doctrine muſt be un- 
derſtood, a prieſt, whoſe merit mult be truſted, 
a prince, whoſe laws muſt be obeyed ;, or, in 
words yet more plain, ignorant and vicious 


men become wiſe, and good, and happy, by 
reading, 


ts 1 
feading, hearing, examining, underſtanding 
and believing the truths taught in the holy IT 
tures. 


If we thus enter into the ſentiments of the in- 
fpired writer of our text, we ſhall be confirmed 
in the pious reſolution of continuing to ſupport 
this inſtitution, a charity extracted from the very 
ſpirit of the text, The objects of your benevo- 
lence are the lower orders of military men, the 
ſoldiers in the army, and the failors in the navy ; 
a brave, I wiſh I could add a pious ſet of men; 
for {kill and courage the glory, but for profli- 
gacy the ſhame of Britain. This uſeful order of 
men, however, deſerve reſpect, and you have 
wiſely expreſſed your eſteem for them by pre- 
ſenting them with the B1BLE, for all the qualities 
of good military men are inculcated there; and 
there they are fo inculcated as to render addi- 
tional inſtruction not abſolutely neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, ſo that your ſociety do honour to theit 
own underſtandings by preſenting the bible oxLy, 
for the holy ſcriptures, THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
ALONE, are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


What the apoſtle. affirms of the inſpired 
writings in general, that they make the good 


570 perfil, and thoroughly furniſh him unto all 
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good works, may with the ſtricteſt propriety be 
applied to this particular claſs of men. Let us, 
firſt, examine what are the neceſſiry qualities of 
a military man, and let us inquire whether the 


holy ſcriptures inculcate ſuch diſpoſitions. 


We begin with piety, or the worſhip of God. To 
be pious is to entertain juſt notions of God, to exer- 
ciſe proper affections towards him, and to perform 
ſuch publick actions as expreſs our dependence on 
him, and our reverence for him. Even pagans 
thought this ſo neceſſary, that they neither begun 
nor ended a war without publick ſacrifices expreſ- 
 Gve of their attention to the ſupreme power, that 
governed the univerſe, Men, who live among 
fires and flames, fieges and battles, ſtorms and 
tempeſts, and ſhipwrecks and inſtruments of 
death, how can ſuch men diſpenſe with the ob- 
ligations of piety ? If all men ought to fear and 
worſhip God for their own ſakes, how much 
more this claſs of men, who are expoſed to more 
deaths than others, and who have fewer hopes 
than others have of the cool, deliberate mo- 

ments of converſion in their laſt agonies? A 
principle of religion is neceſſary, too, for our 
ſakes, for we arm and empower theſe men to 
guard our lives, liberties, and properties, and 
we are only ſo far happy under their protection 
as. they appear to pofleſs- ſuch qualities as render 

them 
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them proper objects of our confidence, A man 
who fears God may be truſted : but he, who 
doth not fear him, ſeldom pays a proper regard 
to his fellow citizens, his conſcience is not bound 
by the religion of an oath. 


Aware of the neceſſity of piety, we preſent a 
bible to military men, as the book, of all others 
in the world, the beſt conſtructed to form in the 
mind juſt notions of God, andſo to excite pious 
emotions in the heart, and to regulate the ac- 
tions of life, Here the firſt cauſe of all things 
villble and inviſible diſplays his true and real 
character, as the creator, the preſerver, the re- 
deemer, the judge of mankind, diffuſing his per- 
fections through all his works. In one doctrine 
he is an object of fear, in another of love; in 
ane event he diſplays his power, in another his 
Pity, in all his infinite tenderneſs for the nobleſt 
of all his creat: res, man. So far hath God car- 
ried his condeſcenſion to us, that he hath given 
u his own expreſs image in the perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt, God manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the 
ſpirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory. * 


That diſplay of the character of God, which 
the holy ſcriptures exhihit in the perſon of 
Ebriſt, moſt powerfully impels men to piety, 
00 His 
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His advent was foretold by prophets, and pro- 
phecy is a grand diſplay of the omniſciepce of 
God. His preſence was announced by miracles, - 
and miracles wrought on the winds and the 
waves, the diſeaſed and the dead are noble exhi- 
bitions of omnipotence. His doctrine is an ema- 
nation of the pureſt and moſt perfect wiſdom, 
His holy example exhibits moral excellence in 2 
manner impellent and irreſiſtible. In one word, 
God in Chriſt is God reconciling the world unto the 
purity of his nature, and the perfection of his 
government. As, then, piety becomes a military 
man, | becauſe he is under all the obligations 
that bind other men, and ſome others peculiar to 
himſelf, ſo the bible is calculated to excite him to 
diſcharge theſe duties, by exhibiting to him a 
fupreme being, who places his glory in guarding 
the liberties, and preſcrving the lives of man- 
kind. a rf... 


| Secondly, we call nag nanimity a military virtue, 
and we aftirm, the bible is calculated to ipſpire 
men with it. Magnanjmity i is elevation of ſoul, 
a great and noble way of thinking, It is owing 
to the poverty of languag . that we apply the 
terms great and little to the ſoul; however, there 
is a truth in the fact of which we ſpeak ; for 
whether it be owing to a particular conſtruction 
of the body, or te modes of education, or to 
condi- 


19 1 
conditions of life, or to any other cauſe, certain 
it is, ſome men have diminutive ideas of every 
thing, and others an enlarged ſublime habit of 
thinking. Gentlemen in a military line of life 
have more opportufities than others of obtaining 
great and manly ideas, for they are familiar with 
men and manners in wide extremes, with winds 


and waves, and heighths and depths, and dan- 


gers and pleaſures, of which inexperience has no 
idea, They are often in conditions, wi ich re- 


quire ſudden and fingular exertions, and ſuch 


circumſtances draw out the latent powers of the 
foul. It is not the acquiſition of an acre, it is 
the protection of a kingdom; it is not the de- 
Cline of an individual, it is the ſubverſion of an 
empire; it is not a journey of a day, it is a 
voyage round the globe, that occupy the minds 
of ſuch men. A-mean, ſelfiſh ſoul, enflaved by 
vulgar prejudices, and bound by ſordid intcreſt 
to one patron, or one party, is not fit to inhabit 
the body of a Briton in arms; he could neither 
enter into the views of his conſtituents, nor diſ- 
charge the duties of his office, nor encounter the 
difficulties of his condition. Such a man's mind 


ſhould be the reſidence of all thoſe juſt and ge- 
nerous ideas, which make the univerſe happy, 


and which go to make up the genuine Briuſh 
conſtitution. | 
R The 


* 

The holy ſcriptures are admirably adapted to 
enlarge the minds of men. The hiſtorical part 
carries them back to the moſt remote antiquity, 
and the prophecies of the New Teſtament ſet them 
a thinking of long periods yet to come. The 
doctrine of God gives them an object to contem- 
plate infinite and unſearchable. The doctrine of 

providence gives them the whole univerſe to 
ſtudy, in wide extremes, from the properties of 
angels to the inſtincts of reptiles, the whole in- 
termediaie {paces occupied by various orders of 
beings, heavens covered with his glory, earth full of 
his praiſe. The doctrine of a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments, the reſurrection of the 
dead, the judgment of the world, the higheſt 
happineſs in heaven, the utmoſt miſery in hell, 
all cheſe train up the diſciples. of revelation in a 
habit of thinking truly ſublime. 


To men converſant with eternity, how ſhort 
doth human life appear ! To a mind ſurveying 
the world, comparing being with being, and ra- 
tionally giving the ſuperiority to intelligence, 
how natural is the exclamation, what ſhall it 
Profit a man to gain the wholz world, and loſe his 
own ſoul! or what fall a man give in exchange for 


tis foul ? 
ny 
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As the doctrines of the holy ſcriptures expand 
and elevate the mind, as objects of pleaſure and 
pain exhibited there excite noble emotions in the 
hearr, ſo the duties of religion imply noble ex- 
ertions every way worthy of a great and good 


man. To rule cur on! ſpirits—to deny ourſelves | 


to cut off a right hand—to forgive our enemies 
—-t0 bleſs them that «arſe u- never to forget to 
do good and to communicate—to flee from 
wrath to come to lay hold on eternal life—to live, 
yet not to live, but to have Chriſt live in us 
all theſe duties demand great exertions, and all 
imply ſuperior habits of thinking, in a word, 
chriſtian magnanimity. If magnanimity be a 
virtue, chriſtian magnanimity is that virtue in its 
molt re{ined ſtate; and what is it in a military 
man but an imitation of that friend of mankind, 
who expoſed his life to inconveniences and 
hardſhips, and who expired in the prime of his 
days on a crols for the publick good? 


We call love of his country a third qualification 
of a military man ; and if there be a country 
which demands the warmeſt affection of men 
bearing arms, it is this, of which we have the 


happineſs to be natives, I do not mean an at- 


tachment to ſoil and ſeaſons, nor a fondneſs for 
the language, the drets, the cuſtoms, the amuſe- 
ments of our native ſpot; a high regard for all 

B 2 theſe 
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theſe would be, perhaps, commendable, at leaſt 


excuſable in us; nor do I intend a preference 
to the learning, politeneſs, and refinements of 
our native diſtrict: but l mean love to that in 
our country, which only renders a country de- 
firable, a FREE CONSTITUTION. 


In countries where deſpotiſm debaſes human 
nature, the people are held in ſlavery by fear, 
and on this principle the military is a diſtinct 
order, bred to the profeſſion of arms. There a 
ſtanding army is neceſſary to the ſplendour, per- 


haps to the being of a tyrant, who, diveſted of 


this engine of government, would become the 
ridicule or the execration of mankind, In ſuch 
a ſtate, the accompliſhment, of a ſoldier is not 
love of his country: but ſervile ſubmiſſion to 
ſovereign caprice, | 


In our free conſtitution, the direct end of 
which is civil liberty, our laws know no ſuch 
ſtate as that of a perpetual ſtanding ſoldier. 
With us military men are fellow citizens, who 
for a while, when the repreſentatives of the 


people require it, take up arms to defend a 


country both theirs and ours. The ſafety and 
happineſs of the whole ſtate is the grand prin- 
ciple, on which we allow force neceſſary to a free 
people; and on this principle we employ mili- 

tary 
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tary men, not to inſpire us with fear, nor to re? 
ſtrain us from any lawful purſuit, nor even to 
enforce our laws; but to guard our liberties, 
Bye, and properties, from all invaders. 


Some have pretended to accuſe the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for not inculcating pa- 
triotiſm. Benevolence, ſay they, univerſal love, 
citizenſhip of the world, is the doctrine of your 
goſpel ; your goſpel therefore is not divine. We 
grant, revealed religion does inculcate univerſal 
love; but if we be taught to love the whole, 
we are neceſſarily taught to love each component 


part, and conſequently we are taught to love 


that part, which gave us birth. We allow, the 
goſpel doth not inſpire us with enthuliaſm for 
local circumſtances ; it teacheth us to deſpiſe the 
magick of names, ſo fatal to Greeks, Romans, 
and Jews, and it bids us take him for a Few, who 
is one inwaraly, whoſe circumciſion is that of the 
heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe 
praiſe is not of men, but of God; it directs us to 
unite with all wiſe and good men for all the 
ſocial purpoſes, for which Jeſus Chriit came into 
the world. Chriſtianity, we allow, is a religion, 
and not a ſyſtem of civil goverament : but this 


religion, deſtructive of all fin, ſpends much of 


its force in eradicating thoſe ſinful principles, 
which 
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which ſupport deſpotiſm, and in cheriſhing ſuch 
virtuous diſpoſitions as uphold a free conſtitu 
tion of civil government. 


How eaſy it would be to enlarge on this ſubs 
Jet! how eaſy to place in publick view the diſ- 
poſitions of a tyrant and a ſlave, and the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, in direct oppoſition to both! 
How eaſy to juſtify, on the principles of the 
goſpel, all the noble exertions of the citizens of 
free ſtates for obtaining and perpetuating civil 
liberty! Let it ſuffice, at preſent, to obſerve in 
brief, that the whole of chriſtianity was not pro- 
poſed in the form of a code of law, by ambaſſa- 
dors from heaven, to earthly princes, to be in- 
corporated into ſyſtems of civil government : 
bur, on the contrary, it was in its miracles an 
addreſs to the ſenſes, and it continues to be in 
its doctrines an appeal to the reaſon of all man- 
kind. In the former ſuppoſition religion would 
have been enforced by authority, and ſubmiſſion 
to orders would have been inſtead of faith and 
/ obedience; and this would have made chriſtianity 
congenial to arbitrary government. In the latter 
caſe, which is ours, a Britiſh citizen may give a 
Bible to a Britiſh ſoldier in perfect conſiſtency 
with all the principles that conſtitute a new 
teſtament church, and a free ſtate. A ſol- 

| dier, 
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dier, by reading, will ſoon diſcover, that the 
principal interpoſition of God in the Old Tef- 
tement was to bring a nation out of that houſe of 
Bondage, Egypt, into the liberty of being governed 
by laws of their own; and that the principal 
event in the New Teſtament was the appearance 
of a ſpecial meſſenger from heaven to announce 
redemption to all mankind, With the ftrifteſt 
propriety, then, we conclude, that, as love 


of a free country is a military virtue, ſo the 


Bible is calculated to inſpire it. 


It would be inexcuſable to omit, in the next 
place, courage, as a neceſſary accompliſhment of 
a military man; and it would be unjuſt to the 
Bible to ſay, it inculcated timidity, Fortitude 


includes ſtrength of body, and firmneſs of mind; 


the holy ſcriptures inculcate the firſt by teaching 
us temperance, and they inculcate the laſt by di- 
recting all men to act on principle, on Sd 
principle, on principle of their own. 


A religion, that chaſes away ignorance, and 
lays down fixed truths, to be examined, believed, 
arid placed as grounds of action; a religion that 
takes away guilt, and publiſhes parden of fin; 
a religion, that opens immediate happineſs even 
in this life to every one of its diſciples; a reli- 
gion, that weighs the world in a ſcale, and all 


that 
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that men call glory in a balance, and eſtimates 
every particle according to its true value; a re- 

ligion, that diſarms death, cloſes hell, and opens 
a heaven of ineffable bliſs; a religion, that pro- 
poſes ſo many eminent examples of fortitude to 
our imitation ;. a religion, that declares all things 
all work together for good to them that love God, 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor priucipali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, nar heighth, nor depth, nor any - other. crea- 
ture, ſhall be able to ſeperate us from the love of 
God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; ſuch a 
religion may well infpire its diſciples with forti- 
tude, it may well make them face all dangers 
in the path of duty, it may well make the feeble 
like Davids, and Davids like angels of God, it may 
well embolden each to exclaim, with an emineng 
hero of old, Should ſuch a man as I flee? 


Laſtly, to omit many, we conſider humanity 
as an accompliſhment neceſſary to ſoldiers and 
ſailors. Kind and gentle affections are not in- 
compatible with that ſtern heroifm, which ſome 
offices of life require, yea, hiſtory affords us 
numerous examples of humane and generous 
actions performed by men of the moſt reſolute 
and daring abilities, nor have great warriors 
ever confounded war and cruelty together, the 


firſt is often neceſſary, the laſt never. The lives 
728 of 
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vf military men are ſpent among objects of diſ- 
treſs; abroad, ſtraits and difficulties innumer- 
able, wants, diſeaſes, and deaths in a thou- 
ſand ſhapes preying upon themſelves and 
their companions, fading 'and deſtroying the 


flower of mankind; at home, greyheaded 
merit overlooked and unrewarded, or, it re- 


warded, ſacrificing the laſt days of a life 
ſpared by miracle in temples of debauchery and 
excels. What occaſions for the exerciſe of hu- 
mane diſpoſitions * Even among enemies, when 
a man is ſent as an inſtrument to execute the 
juſt reſentment of a whole injured nation againſt 
foreign invaders of their rights, how neceſſary 
is humanity, eſpecially toward the innocent, 
who are not untrequently involved in the cala- 
mities of the guilty ! 


Let ſuch a man take vp the holy ſcriptures, 
and read, and let him not ſtart at thoſe parts of 
Jewiſh hiſtory, in which humanity in war ſeems 
to have no place. The ſame book, that relates 
theſe exploits, informs us, that he, who. never 
acts without the moſt conſummate reaſon, gave 
extraordinary commands to thoſe heroes to ſuſ- 
pend in theſe particular caſes the exerciſe of hu- 
manity, Dreadful commiſſion ! Thou ſhalt con- 
ſume all the people, thine eye ſhall have no pity upon 
them. At preſent we have no extraordinary 

C commiſſions ; 
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com miſſions: but we have a general law of juſtice 
and humanity, whatſoever ye would that men 


Should do unto you, do ye alſo to them, for this is 
the law and the prophets. 


In fine, the holy ſcriptures are able thoronzh'y 
to furniſh all military men io every good work, they 
are, able. to do more, they ere able to make them 
wiſe unto ſalvation through faith, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and on this principle we praiſe this 
ſociety for giving our ſoldiers and ſailors bibles 
only. | 


Par be it from us to depreciate the labours 
of learned, or pious men. Their publications 
have their worth, becauſe” they have their uſe, 
Far be it from us to infinuate, that human ex- 
poſitions of divine truths are uſeleſs; they do 
good both heard and read. We only aſſirm, 
that uninſpired writings are not neceffary to ſal- 
vation, and that to men, in ſuch circumſtances 
as the military are, the bible alone is ſufficient to 
anſwer every deſirable purpoſe, and more would 
be an inconvenience. 


When we affirm, the holy ſcriptures alone are 
able to make us wile unto ſalvation, we do-not 
mean to exclude divine influence, Much is 
daily ſaid concerning the work of the holy ſpi- 
rit: but, the truth is, we have no diſpute con- 
| cerning 
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cerning the work of the holy ſpirit, for divine 
influence is allowed on all hands : but our dif- 
ference is concerning the mode of the work in 
queftion. Doth the holy ſpirit convert the foul 
by a poſitive act of power, or doth he inform the 
mind, and change the heart by means of {crip- 
ture truths? A poſitive act of power would 
produce an occult quality, for which we have 
no name, and of which we know no uſe. A 
ſcripture truth, demonſtrating itſelf to the under- 
ſtanding, produces a juſt idea in the mind, a 
picture of itſelf, and then the doctrine ſtands 
true in the mind, or becomes our faich. The 
belief of this truth produtes proper emotions in 
the heart. If it be the truth of divine forgiveneſs, 
ſo admirably adapted to excite pleaſure, we hope 
and rejoice : if it be the truth of divine diſpleaſure, 
ſo well calculated to inſpire fear, we tremble and 
flee from, wrath to come. This plain and artleſs 
proceſs wants nothing to recommend it to many 
chriſtians except perplexity and myſtery, too long 
habituated, alas ! to conſider obſcurity as a cha- 
racter of piety ! 


According to our beſt divines, the work of 
the holy ſpirit conſiſts of two parts, the firſt rhey 
call externa}, this is the propoſing of the truths 
of revelation either by ſpeaking or writing ; the 
other they call internal, and this is the diſpoſing of 
the mind and Leart to receive truths of revela- 

on 
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tion. As I may avoid fire: but cannot approach 
it without feeling its effects, ſo I may avoid the 
truths of chriſtianity, but I cannot admit them 
without admitting at the ſame time the effects, 
which the belief of theſe truths never fails ta 
produce. On theſe principles the apoſtle in the 
text connects ſalvation with faith alone, becauſe 
faith is not alone, but is inſeparably connected 
with repentance, and love, and zeal, and good 
works, and every other chriſtian excellence: 
and on theſe principles we praiſe the underſtand- 
ings of thoſe, who give ſailors bibles only, be- 
cauſe the gift implies ſeveral juſt and honourable 
principles, principles, I mean, which do honour 
to the underſtandings and hearts of thoſe, who 
admit them. | 


Firſt, this donation implies, that, in the opi- 
nion of the donors, the bible is a plain, eaſy 
book ; either that all the truths of revelation are 


imple, plain, and clear, or that ſuch truths as 


are eſſential to ſalvation are ſo. This is a very 
juſt notion of revelation, for a revelation in- 
tended, as this is by its divine author, to be 
univerſally read, examined and underſtood by 
all orders of men, if it wanted perſpicuity, 
would not anſwer the end of the writer. Per- 
ſpicuity is a character of all good writing, and 
the holy ſcriptures bear this mark in the moſt 
conſpicuous manner, The ſubjects are clear, 

the 
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the language is plain, the imagery is juſt and 
ſtriking. The nature and perfections of God, 
the tuperintendance of providence, the folly, the 
guilt, the miſery of fin, the purity and perfec- 
tion of the law, the depravity of human na- 
ture, the imperfection of unaſſiſted knowledge 

nd obedience, the nature and offices of Chriſt, 
the place and ule- of ſcripture, the influence of 
the holy ſpirit, the nature and neceſſity of faith 
and ob:dience, the promiſe of eternal life to the 
righteovs, the threatening of endleſs puniſhments 
to the wicked, the reſurrection of the dead, and, 
the final judgment, how clear and explicit are 
the oracies of God on all theſe important ſub- 
Jes ! Srritly ſpeaking, there are no myſteries 
in revelation to be believed, for where nothing 
is affirmed, there 1s nothing to be believed of 
denied, T hat the dead ſhall riſe is affirmed, 
the reſurrection of the dead is therefore an ar- 
ticle of the chriſſian faith: but with what body 
the dead ſhall come is not declared, and there- 
fore the mode of the reſurrection is not a my. 
tery to be believed, but a ſubject to be left, 
where revelation leaves it, to be unfolded by 
the event itſelt at the laſt day. The ſame may 
be ſald of many other articles, which cuſtom 
hath taught us to call myſteries. Some pre 
tended myſterics are not ſcripture propoſitions x 
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all : but mere creatures of the ſchools. Others 
called myſteries are contained in ſcripture, but 
are not myſteries, the Lord's ſupper never was 
accounted a myſtery till tranſubſtantiation made it 
ſo. Other articles, again, are revealed in the 
truth of the fact, but not in the mode of effect- 
ing it. One doctor of learned leiſure may ſtart 
points, and raiſe difficulties, another of the ſame 
claſs may inveſtigate them, a third may defend, 
and a fourth may deny, and all in the eagerneſs 
of diſputing particulars may miſs the general 
deſign of revelation: while the plain, blunt 
ſailor, happily unacquainted with their inſur- 
mountables, by the mere exerciſe of his own 
good ſenſe, will take in the general deſign of 
the book, and firmly believe, that without evan- 
gelical holine/s no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


Secondly, the donation of only a bible im- 
plies, that each reader hath @ right of private 


Judgment. This is another juſt notion, truly 


ſcriptural, and entirely proteſtant. To give a 
man a book to read, and to deny him the right 
of judging of its meaning, ſeems the ſummit of 
abſurcity. What pity, that ſuch abſurdity 
ſhould not be univerſally exploded! A right 
founded 1n nature, attached inalienably by the 


= God of nature to the very exiſtence of man- 
kind, openly avowed and confirmed by ſcrip- 
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ture, conſtantly exerciſed by all, even by ſuch 
as deny it (for who does not think for himſelf?) 
this right, I ſay, cannot be evaded without the 
greateſt inconſiſtency. It is not a favour con- 
ceded by one man to another, it is a right inhe- 
rent, held immediately of the God of nature, 
the property and the dignity of all mankind, 
The utmoſt exerciſe of this right cannot endanger 
either any of the great principles of morality, or 
any of the eſſential doctrines of chriſtianity, or 
any of the noble principles, that conſtitute the 
happineſs of civil ſociety, I will not affirm the 
fame of ſcholaſtick theſes, and human inven- 
tions: but of what vaſt importance are they 


Suppole , a. ſailor ſhould not think oe them? 
what then? iT 


To cloſe, The donation of a bible only argues 
a freedom from party æcal. Here the great deſign 
of God in giving a revelation of his mind and 
will is kept in view. No little ſelfiſh ends are 
propoſed. The inſpired writers are not re- 
tained, and diſguiſed, to ſerve ſecular views. 
They are left to make their own way, to tell 


their own tale, to ſupport their own credit, or, 


to ſpeak more properly, to maintain the honour 
of that God, who gave them ſuch credentials as 
his infinite wiſdom and his tendereſt compaſſion 
* beſt fitted to eflect the purpoſe of their 


miſſion. 
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miſſion. That chriſtian ſcems to me to ent&f 
thoroughly into 'the ſpirit of revelation, who 
dare truſt the holy ſcriptures alone to convince 


and convert a finner from the error of his 
way. 


Chriſtians, we have been confidering the uf. 
Fciency of the holy ſcriptures, with a particular 
view to our ſoldiers and failors, and, I flatter 
myſelf, I have not wandered very far from the 
defign of this ſociety, who, in the papets put 
into your hands to day, give it as their opinion, 
that the bible is the infallible word of God, 
which when attended with a divine blefling, 
will be the means of making the army and the 
navy better members of ſociery, and inſpire them 
with real courage to defend their country, eſ- 
pecially in times of danger,” With this view 
the ſociety, which was only inſtituted in 1780, 
have diſtributed, at the charge of upwards of 
fifteen hundred pounds, more than eleven thous 
ſand bibles among our regiments and ſhips 
crews. May God crown their efforts with ſuc- 
ceſs, and may an hundred fold be returned into 
their boſums ! 


How pleaſing, at leaſt, how alleviating and 
mollifying are the reflections, which riſe out of 
the doctrine of the ſufficiency of the holy icrip- 
0 tures, 
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tures, under the misfortunes, to which we often 
Rear our brave countrymen are expoſed. I 
ſometimes fancy I ſee an old Britiſh ſailor, having 
ſpent his days in the ſervice of his country, fink 
under the weight of age and infirmities, 'and, 
during a voyage, ſickening, and haſtening to 
die. Alone in his hammock he reviews his 
life, and conſcience condemns it as evil, only 
evil continually, God, who till now had not 
been in all his thoughts, ſeems to ſummon him 
to an impartial judgment. He feels he cannot 
live, and he knows he is not fit to die. Great 
is his miſery upon him. The pains of diſſolving 
nature are aggravated by the agonies of his 
mind oppreſſed with an intolerable load of 
guilt, Recollections of blaſphemies, debauche- 
ries, and cruelties cleave his ſoul aſunder. In 
this moment an honeſt meſſmate comes, pity in 
his heart, and frankneſs in his eye, bringing in 
his hand the holy {criptures, the meſſage of Al- 
mighty God to the wretched, communicated by 
your charity to the ſhip, and reads him theſe 
words, As I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no 

pleaſure in the death of the wicked. When I ſay 
unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, if be turn 
from his fin, he ſhall not die, none of his fins, that 
he hath committed, ſball be mentioned unto him. 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
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gotten Vn, that wheoſcever believeth in him ſhould 
net peri, but have everlaſting life. Fer God ſent 
not bis fan into the worid to condemn tie wor d, 
but that the wor.d through him might be ſaved. 
Come now, let us reaſon tegether, though your ſins 
be as ſcarlet, than ſhall be whise as ſnow ;, though 
they be red lik: crimſon, ticy ſhall be as wool. 
Inſtantly a new world opens to his view. God 
is no longer the inexorable judge, he ſpeaks the 
laagnage of a compaſſionate parent, vehemently 
conceriied for the weifare of his child, This rebel- 
livus fon melts ac his volce, repents and believes 
the goſpel, throws bhimſelf into the arms of di- 
vize Clemency, and with his laſt breath mixes 
his adorations of God with bleſſings en you his 
benc factors, by whoſe means the ſcriptures 
made him wile unto falvation. All this is poſ- 
ſible. I afk no more. The poſſibility of ad- 
miniſtering ſuch relief to a fellow-creature in 
ſuch diltreſs is enough for me. 


1 ſometimes fancy I fee a ſhipwreck, all the 
crew except one loft, and he thrown upon a deſo- 
Jatc\ifland, the waters caſting up along with bim 
One of your bibles up-n the beach. What can 
the bible do for this poor man? Let us pauſe. 
Aſter his firſt exceſſes have ſubſided, after he 

| bath found what at Gift he could not compre- 
heud, that he could live on the fruits, and fleep 
i | in 
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in. the ſhade, which the iſland affords, let us ſup- 
poſe him fitting under a buſh, and reading z 
The moſt high deeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
and none can fray his hand, or ſay unto him, u hat 
doeft tou? The Lord is rig bteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works, The eyes of all wait upon 
thee, and thou giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon. | 
The Lord upholaeth all that fall, and raiſ-th up all 
thoſe that be bowed down. The Lord is nigh unto 
all them, that call upon him, to all that call upon 
him in truth,” Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
and I will deliver thee. Would not ſuch infor- 
mation as this put into his heart, if not a joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, yet a calm rcfig- 
nation to the will of providence, which in his 
condition would be of more value than the whole 
world. Were ſuch a man to enter into the ſpirit 
of the holy ſcriptures, when he ſaw the carcaſes 
of his late companions floating on the waves, he 
would hear one voice ſaying to him, Be fiill, and 
know that I am God, and another ſubjoining, Be- 
hold the goodneſs and ſeverity of God, on them ſeve- 
rity, but towards thee goodneſs. I repeat it again, 
all this is poſſible, and poſſibility is ground of 
action here. 


Brethren, was it a proſpect of poſſible good, or 
was it a foreſight of the late unhappy fate of the 
| | Royal 
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Royal George, that induced you to act as you 
did? That was the firſt ſhip, to which you gave 
bibles. When ſhe ſunk, there were four hundred 
bibles aboard. Whether the men made a proper 
uſe of them or not, you have done your part. 
I am happy to be able to ſay, that, by letters from 
ſome, on board that ſhip, written before the ſad 
event, and which I have been reading again this 
morning, there is ſufficient ground to believe that 
the holy ſcriptures had made ſome of that crew 
wiſe unto ſalvation, When the ſea ſhall give up 
her dead, perhaps you may have the honour of 
ſaying to the judge, Behold us, and the children, 
which thou haſt given us Had you read the book 
of fate, and foreſeen this melancholy event, you 
could not have acted a more friendly part than to 
Prepare the ſufferers for death by means of the 
holy ſcriptures. It ſuch men muſt fink to riſe no 
more, if the ſea muſt devour, if that great grave 
muſt never ſay, it is enough, the leaſt we can do 
is to prepare men, who for our ſakes live ſuſpen- 
ded by a thread over it, to die daily. And you 
widows and orphans of this loſt tamily, left, many 
of you, to publick charity, flee to the holy ſcrip- 
tures as to the only refuge of the diſtreſſed. 
We will not irritate your griefs, by examining 
your wounds. There is, they ſay, ſomething ſa- 
cred in miſery. We, like Job's friends, will it 

| down 
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down with you, none will ſpeak a wird to von? 
but each will rend his mantle, and ſprinkle duſt upomw - 
his head toward heaven. Hard is the heart that 
does not feel for you, and harder till is that 
heart, which feels nothing for thouſands, who 
may be next month in the condition of your 
departed relations, ſunk in the mercileſs ocean 


beyond recovery, ſunk to riſe no more, 
„* 
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